
Area: 9,631,418 m2

Population: 295,734,134
Languages spoken: English, Spanish, Indo-European

Allons-y: fast facts
DESTINATION: United States

Britain’s American colonies broke with the mother 
country in 1776 and were recognized as the new nation 
of the United States of America following the Treaty of 
Paris in 1783. During the 19th and 20th centuries, 37 
new states were added to the original 13 as the nation 
expanded across the North American continent and 
acquired a number of overseas possessions. 

The two most traumatic experiences in the nation’s 
history were the Civil War (1861-65) and the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. Buoyed by victories in World 
Wars I and II and the end of the Cold War in 1991, the 
US remains the world’s most powerful nation state. 

The economy is marked by steady growth, low 
unemployment and inflation, and rapid advances in 
technology.
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Area: 9,596,960 m2

Population: 1,306,313,812
Languages spoken: Mandarin, Cantonese, Shanghaiese

Allons-y: fast facts
DESTINATION: China

For centuries China stood as a leading civilization, 
outpacing the rest of the world in the arts and sciences, 
but in the 19th and early 20th centuries, the country was 
beset by civil unrest, major famines, military defeats, and 
foreign occupation. 

After World War II, the Communists under MAO 
Zedong established an autocratic socialist system that, 
while ensuring China’s sovereignty, imposed strict 
controls over everyday life and cost the lives of tens of 
millions of people. 

After 1978, his successor DENG Xiaoping and 
other leaders focused on market-oriented economic 
development and by 2000 output had quadrupled. 

For much of the population, living standards have 
improved dramatically and the room for personal choice 
has expanded, yet political controls remain tight.
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Area: 547,030 m2

Population: 60,656,178
Languages spoken: French

Allons-y: fast facts
DESTINATION: France

Although ultimately a victor in World Wars I and II, 
France suffered extensive losses in its empire, wealth, 
manpower, and rank as a dominant nation-state. 
Nevertheless, France today is one of the most modern 
countries in the world and is a leader among European 
nations. 

Since 1958, it has constructed a presidential democracy 
resistant to the instabilities experienced in earlier 
parliamentary democracies. In recent years, its 
reconciliation and cooperation with Germany have 
proved central to the economic integration of Europe, 
including the introduction of a common exchange 
currency, the euro, in January 1999. 

At present, France is at the forefront of efforts to develop 
the EU’s military capabilities to supplement progress 
toward an EU foreign policy.
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Area: 244,820 m2

Population: 60,441,457
Languages spoken: English, Welsh, Scottish

Allons-y: fast facts
DESTINATION: United Kingdom

Great Britain, the dominant industrial and maritime 
power of the 19th century, played a leading role in 
developing parliamentary democracy and in advancing 
literature and science. At its zenith, the British Empire 
stretched over one-fourth of the earth’s surface. 

The first half of the 20th century saw the UK’s strength 
seriously depleted in two World Wars. 

The second half witnessed the dismantling of the 
Empire and the UK rebuilding itself into a modern and 
prosperous European nation. As one of five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, a founding 
member of NATO, and of the Commonwealth, the UK 
pursues a global approach to foreign policy; it currently 
is weighing the degree of its integration with continental 
Europe. 

A member of the EU, it chose to remain outside the 
Economic and Monetary Union for the time being. 
Constitutional reform is also a significant issue in the 
UK. 

The Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for 
Wales, and the Northern Ireland Assembly were 
established in 1999, but the latter is suspended due to 
bickering over the peace process.
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Area: 1,972,550 m2

Population: 106,202,903
Languages spoken: Spanish, Mayan, Nahuatl

Allons-y: fast facts
DESTINATION: Mexico

The site of advanced Amerindian civilizations, Mexico 
came under Spanish rule for three centuries before 
achieving independence early in the 19th century. A 
devaluation of the peso in late 1994 threw Mexico into 
economic turmoil, triggering the worst recession in over 
half a century. 

The nation continues to make an impressive recovery. 
Ongoing economic and social concerns include low 
real wages, underemployment for a large segment of the 
population, inequitable income distribution, and few 
advancement opportunities for the largely Amerindian 
population in the impoverished southern states. 

Elections held in July 2000 marked the first time since the 
1910 Mexican Revolution that the opposition defeated 
the party in government, the Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI). Vicente FOX of the National Action Party 
(PAN) was sworn in on 1 December 2000 as the first chief 
executive elected in free and fair elections.
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		countryID		countryname		world_atlas_Id		continent		area		population		language1		language2		language3		dataroot_Id

		1		United States		0		North America		9,631,418		295,734,134		English		Spanish		Indo-European		0

		2		China		1		Asia		9,596,960		1,306,313,812		Mandarin		Cantonese		Shanghaiese		0

		3		France		2		Europe		547,030		60,656,178		French						0

		4		United Kingdom		3		Europe		244,820		60,441,457		English		Welsh		Scottish		0

		5		Mexico		4		Central America		1,972,550		106,202,903		Spanish		Mayan		Nahuatl		0




